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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 1267 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP, PINR, IZ 

SUB J : NEW IRAQI AMBASSADORS 

REF BAGHDAD 825 (NOTAL) 

1 . IRAQIS CONTINUE SLOW PROCESS OF FILLING AMBASSADORIAL 
VACANCIES, FOR THE MOST PART WITH PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMATS. 

AS NEW AMBASSADOR TO COURT OF ST. JAMES. IRAQI GOVERNMENT 
HAS CHOSEN HISHAM ALSHAWI, FORMER CHIEF OF PROTOCOL 

FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL DIWAN. (FULLER BIO INFORMATION BEING 
SENT BY SEPTEL TO DEPT AND LONDON.) 

2. THE NEW ENVOY TO BONN WILL BE MOHAMMED ZUHAIR ABDUL 
RAZZAQ AL-BAIRAQDAR, WHO HAS RECENTLY RETURNED FROM AN 
ASSIGNMENT IN BERLINE. WE ARE UNCERTAIN WHY BAIRAQDAR HAS 
BEEN CHOSEN FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT BUT EXPECT THAT HIS 
KNOWLEDGE OF GERMAN, A RARITY IN IRAQI DIPLOMATIC 
CIRCLES, WAS A MAJOR FACTOR. 

3. THE NEW AMBASSADOR TO TUNIS, MOHAMMED SABRI 
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AHMED AL-HADITHI, COMES FROM TEHRAN. HIS TENURE THERE 
WAS MARKED BY SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT IN IRAQI-IRANIAN 
RELATIONS. SINCE, HOWEVER, THE COURSE OF THOSE RELATIONS 
HAS BEEN DETERMINED THROUGH HIGH LEVEL MEETINGS AND 
SPECIAL JOINT COMMISSIONS, WE ARE UNSURE WHETHER HADITHI 
ENJOYS CREDIT IN THE MATTER. 
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4. REPLACING HADITHI IN THE KEY TEHRAN ASSIGNMENT IS 
ABDUL MALIK AHMED AL- YASSIN. YASSIN IS CURRENTLY 
UNDERSECRETARY OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
WITH DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY FOR BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH 
ALL COUNTRIES OF THE NON- ARAB WORLD. (FULLER BIO INFORMATION 
BEING SENT SEPTEL TO DEPT AND TEHRAN.) 
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